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Factors Related to the Intimacy that School-Age Children Experience with Their Grandparents

Yuki Miyachi”, Yuko Tomari?
YNagoya City University School of Nursing
?Former Shiga University of Medical Science (Present Gifu College of Nursing)

Key words : degree of care provided by grandparents to grandchildren ; grandchildren of school age ;
grandparents ; distance between residences

In order to evaluate the origins of intimacy toward elderly people, the present study aimed to investigate
relationships between the intimacy that school-age children have with their grandparents and the follow-
ing : gender of the grandparent ; age of the grandparent ; gender of the grandchild ; and the distance be-
tween the residences. We conducted a questionnaire survey using a structured questionnaire administered
to a total of 202 elementary students in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, and obtained 175 usable re-
sponses. The questionnaire included the following : grade of the participant, gender of the participant,
ages of the paternal and maternal grandparents according to the participant, distance between residences,
the grandparent with which the participant felt more intimate, and a 9-item scale assessing the care pro-
vided by the grandparents, developed by Sugii et al.

The following results were obtained.

1. More participants selected “grandmother” as the closer grandparent in response to the question ask-
ing the gender of the grandparent with whom the participant feels more intimate. In addition, participants
more often selected maternal grandparents in response to the question asking about father’s or mother’s
side indicating a preference for females.

2. Regarding the distance between residences, more participants indicated experiencing intimacy with
grandparents who lived together with or close to the participants, as compared with grandparents who lived
far away. This suggests a tendency for proximity to lead to greater intimacy.

3. We performed an analysis of the gender and age of the grandparent, the age of the grandchild, and
the degree of the care provided by grandparents. This demonstrated that grandparents in their 50 s pro-
vided significantly greater direct care, such as “preparing meals,” as compared with grandparents in their
70s.

4. An analysis of the gender of the participants showed that girls received significantly greater emotional
care, such as “playing together at home,” and “talking,” as compared with boys.

5. An analysis comparing the 9 items of care with the distance between residences showed that grand-
parents who live far away provided significantly more indirect care, such as “giving a gift to the grand-
child,” and “giving pocket money to the grandchild,” as compared with grandparents who lived closer.
Moreover, grandparents who lived with the participant provided significantly greater emotional care, such
as “playing together,” as compared with grandparents who lived far away.




