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Actual Condition Survey of Facility Conditions and Utilization Status of “Family Houses” throughout Japan
—Focused on family support houses other than the accommodation facilities
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In recent years, more family support houses continue to be built. A survey focused on facility condi-
tions and utilization status of family support houses other than the accommodation facilities for families of
children with chronic diseases (operationally termed “family houses”)was conducted, and analysis per-
formed on responses from 26 such facilities.

Among the operators of these facilities, the greatest number (50.0%) were volunteers, with the overall
number of registered volunteers averaging a relatively large figure of 23.5, indicating that volunteers were
indispensable for operation and management of the facilities. The cost of accommodations averaged an in-
expensive 1,446 Japanese yen per night, and while it is understood that operation was not conducted with
the aim of achieving profit, on the other hand securing operating funds represented a problem. The aver-
age year-round occupancy rate was a fairly low 56.1%,which points to the need for measures to raise
awareness of the existence of family houses.

The largest number of responses, 76.0%,gave the distance between the family houses and the nearest
hospital as within walking distance, but 24.0% required use of multiple modes of transport, indicating a di-
versity in location conditions. On the average facilities had 8.1 rooms, the same small scale as the accom-
modation facilities for families of children with chronic diseases. The degree of installation of facilities in
the room and common areas in family houses was lower than those of the accommodation facilities for fami-
lies of children with chronic diseases, indicating the desirability to improve amenities.

Many family houses (76.9%) said they also accommodate the families of sick adults, and their utiliza-
tion restraints for users tended to be fewer than the accommodation facilities for families of children with
chronic diseases, thus indicating their advantage to a wider scope of users. Few facilities, however, had so-
cial workers or other professional staff to counsel the users, making the provision of counseling functions
one issue to be dealt with in the future.






