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A Study of the Family Functions of Users of Family Houses
—Investigation on staying mothers of hospitalized children using the FFFS—
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Family support houses other than accommodation facilities for families of children with chronic diseases
(referred to herein as family houses) became the target of this study, and the purpose of which was to in-
vestigate the sufficiency of family functions of families staying at family houses and the effectiveness of the
use of such houses. A survey using a questionnaire based on Version I of the Japanese FFFS was con-
ducted on mothers of hospitalized children under age 18 who were staying at family houses around Japan.
A total of 33 valid responses from six facilities were analyzed.

In the three separate areas of family functions, the degree of sufficiency in “Relationship between family
and individual” was low, but this was recognized as being more important than the other two areas, and in
particular securing the time spent by the mother with family members or the time for herself was regarded
as a problem. With regard to 25 separate items, the degree of sufficiency in “Problems with children” was
low, and the responses citing “worries about the sick child’s other siblings” were most numerous, suggest-
ing the need for intervention to alleviate concerns related to the sick child and other siblings. By coping
with these problems through completing the counseling function, etc., the increasing value of its role as a
social resource can be expected.

In addition, when comparing the family function scores based on the length of duration of the stay, no
significant differences in the degree of sufficiency were observed in the three areas. When comparing these
with previous studies of the family functions of mothers accompanying sick children (who did not use the
family house), it was considered that the use of a family house prevented the decline in sufficiency in “Rela-
tionship between family and individual” and “Relationship between family and society,” and would be effec-
tive in the maintaining of family functions.






