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A survey of mothers of children with Prader-Willi syndrome (PWS) brought up in the home was conducted,
and 135 valid responses were obtained. The children’s characteristics and family functions based on Version
I of the Japanese-language FFFS were evaluated, and the association between these variables was examined by
means of multiple regression analysis.

From the characteristics of PWS children, the rates of “physical condition,” “treatment” and “personality/
behavior problems” showed significant differences in terms of age grouping (from above age one to under age
six; from above age six to under age 12; and from ages 12 to 18), and families were forced to deal with
continuously changing tasks.

With regard to degree of sufficiency in family functions, this was significantly lower for mothers of children
from ages 12 to 18 than those above age six to under age 12, making it clear that continuous nursing intervention
isdesirable from infancy to puberty and adolescence. Further, the lower sufficiency offamily functions suggested
a strong association with “low level of understanding of PWS by schools,” thereby indicating the importance
of support from the school in terms of sufficiency of family functions. Furthermore, from the perspective
of the importance placed on “cooperation of friends in child-rearing, household chores and others,” the need
for support by those outside the family to families having PWS childrenis underscored.




