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An ethnographic study on family functions of child-rearing households in Hong Kong:
with a focus on the implementation of family functions
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This study was conducted with the objective of describing the family functions of child-rearing households
in Hong Kong in terms of ethnography, and what implications it may suggest to Japanese households. Data on
the family functions of the Hong Kong households were obtained from participant observation, interviews,
statistical data and books.

From the data analysis, 11 categories were extracted. The burden of work in the home and outside was bal-
anced between husband and wife, and shared by the two spouses. On the other hand, the delegation of external
resources, including family networks, live-in “amahs” (foreign domestic helpers), restaurants and others,
aided in fulfilling the family functions that could not be performed by the spouses alone. There were a dearth
of births and over-enthusiastic adoption of preschool education, and the family budget was squeezed to pay
for educational and housing expenses. The family lived in the minimum levels of housing to maintain their
life, and it was clear that health problems originating in living customs and environment existed, while health
consciousness was found invarious aspects of daily life. Recreation was centered in the home, and while religion
was utilized for actual living, it was perfunctorily practiced, indicatingrelatively low religious awareness.

Comparing the family functions of households in Hong Kong, the trend toward nuclear families, later marriages
and fewer children, and participation of women in the work force has progressed to an even greater extent
than in Japan, and we would like to consider how a balance of work is achieved between spouses in the home
and outside, and delegating to outsiders tasks that could not be performed by the spouses alone.




