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Public Health Nurse's Support for the Mothers by use of Mother Group
Activities for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect.

Miyuki Hongo” Chieko Tumura® Masae Ueno®
1)0saka Prefecture Kishiwada Child and Family Center
2)Konan Women's University
3)0saka Prefecture University

Key words: prevention of child abuse, mother group, support of public health nurse

Child abuse and neglect has become a serious social problem because of its crucial influence upon mind
and body of children as well as intergenerational chain reaction. Nowadays it is pointed out to be important
to support not only the abused children but also their mothers for the prevention of abuse cases.

This study was aimed at clarifying the substance of support rendered by public health nurses in group
care (hereafter called mother group) to the mothers with high risk of child abuse and neglect. Semi
structured interview was given to the subject of ten public health nurses who encouraged mothers to join
and make use of the mother group. Then the interview contents were used as data for continual comparative
analysis. As the result, “interconnection between group support and individual support” was taken out as
the core category while “individual support by trial-and-error” , “linkage of individual support and group
support” and “continued support at an appropriate distance” was chosen as three categories.

Support of public health nurses for mothers who joined the mother group, has suggested that the support
should be given in two ways through individual care based on close and mutual trust and at the same time,

" through mother group activities to clarify the whole image of mother.






