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The purpose of this paper is to review qualitative studies in the English literature on single-mother
families and its child rearing, and explore the task for future studies. Our search of the relevant
literature between 1995-2007 with a focus on divorced-mothers, using the Web edition of CINAHL and PubMed,
revealed 11 journal articles with the following contents and concerns : interaction between mother and
child, family rituals, blaming mothers, and mothers’ experiences of partner violence and the subsequent
family regenerating process. The research approach used was several interviews with the mothers in such
studies. The issue and practices found in the literature review were as follows : i) to understand chronic
fatigue, multiplex roles, and conflict that woman experienced; ii) to propose child-rearing skills; iii)
to provide community-based support to overcome feelings of isolation; iv) to help build open family
relations; v ); to help make sense of families’ experiences by constructing storylines ; and vi) the
attitude of a partner who makes a plan together. It is important for us to learn about single mothers’
experiences and to help them grapple with the issues using a method of their own choosing, not prescribe
mothers’ needs and ability from the outside. The possibilities for future research include the following:
research on the influence of spousal violence on child-rearing; and research on not only differences but
also similarities between one- and two- parent families. This approach may make it possible for the child-
rearing research of single mothers to be connected with issues of understanding child care and education
as a whole.





