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The purpose of the study was to varify the efficacy of a model for family proxy decision-making regarding
adoption of the tube feeding method. The model was deduced from the Health Belief Model by Rosenstock
(1974). The families made proxy decision on adoptability of the model. A semi-structure interview was
conducted with 8 family members who were mostly involved in the decision-making. As a result, it was made

”

clear that physicians’ recommendation to adopt the model was the “Cues to action (an external factor)” and
that only those families with patients who had gone through a chronic process were aware of “Cues to action
(an internal factor)” and “Susceptibility of Disease (physical risk)” , which led to their awareness of
“Severity of Disease” that is risk of life and “Perceived threat” that adoption is essential to maintenance
of life. In case of emergency, proxy decision-making was done at this stage. In case of the chronic process,
“Perceived benefits” and “Perceived barriers” were compared ; when “Perceived benefits” were many, they
chose to adopt the model. However, none of the cases considered the patients’ interests ; decisions were
made only in view of the families’ interests. Other than these, factors which affected proxy decision-

making were extracted and a modified proxy decision-making model was formulated.





