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The purpose of this study is to clarify the perceptions of school-going children’s mothers with regard
to the persons providing care to their children when their children are admitted to hospitals, and to
analyze the differences in the mothers’ perceptions due to multiple factors affecting both mothers and
children. Data were collected using a questionnaire created for this study.The questionnaire was given to
mothers whose children were in grades 1-6 and had been hospitalized. Further, we ensured that all children
were stable at the time of the survey and were not completely on bed-rest. We requested answers from the
mothers to questions pertaining to the care provided to their children. We asked as to who among the child,
family, and nurse was mainly responsible for ensuring proper care. We analyzed 80 effective answers.

The result indicated that mothers perceived their children and families as being mainly responsible for
ensuring healthy habits, and for such activities as noting observations and timely intake of oral medication.
In particular, the mothers perceive their children as being mainly responsible for following healthy
everyday habits such as washing hands and brushing teeth. The mothers’ perceptions were significantly
influenced by the children’s grades, the presence of family attendants, the presence of physical activity
restrictions, and the hospitalization period. When the physical activity restrictions were many or when
the hospitalization period was long, the mothers perceived nurses as providing care. The result suggests
that a nurse must involve the family and children by respecting a mother’s desire to rear her own children,
being considerate about the family’s and children’s circumstances, and behaving in the utmost professional
manner.





