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The present study reviewed the Japanese literature on communication between mothers and children with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and proposes several important research topics for the future. I conducted
a search through ICHUSHI Web (Ver.4) and CiNii of publications between 1983 and 2010 using the keywords

“communication” , “mother” , “child” , “mother and child relationship” , “autism” , “autism spectrum
disorder” ,and “pervasive developmental disorders”, recovering 131 articles. This revealed that research
focused on the relationship between mother and child or upon their social context is very limited in Japan.
Focusing
on exchanges between the mother and child, as well as on the mother’s experience of those exchanges, we
chose 14 articles which dealt with affective communication, social interaction, maternal experience with
child rearing, and how mothers understand their children. These articles assumed a more holistic perspective
than is typical, and suggested that the emphasis should be on emotional communication, changing maternal
attitudes towards the child’s behavior, and paying attention to the everyday environment in designing
support strategies. The importance of paying attention to the unique styles and experiences of the mother
and the child in order to enhance individual support of mothers with ASD children, each of whom has a
different personality, was stressed. The implication of the literature review is that we should further
examine natural communication between the mother and the ASD child in everyday life in order to provide
nursing support that is appropriate for the lives of those who are being supported.





