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Feelings of the Spouses of Patients Undergoing Hepatic Arterial Embolectomy
for Liver Cancer Attributed to Hepatitis C

Noriko Chiba” Tomomi Ono?
1)PhD Programs, School of Nursing Seirei Christopher University
2)Kanbara General Hospital
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This study aimed to clarify the feelings of wives who support long-term therapy of husbands with hepatitis
C-related liver cancer. A qualitative descriptive approach was used in this study. Semi-structured interviews
were conducted involving 5 spouses of patients who were notified as having cancer and underwent hepatic
artery embolization, and the obtained data were analyzed.

As a result, during the process of [accepting reality] concerning husband’s hepatitis C-related liver
cancer which involved the progression of the disease, occurrence of cancer, and being prepared for death,
the spouses had a feeling that [It is hard to believe that my husband has cancer], but, at the same time,
they hoped that [embolization can extend his life] as they [trusted physicians] in a long-term treatment
of the patient. Regarding the patient’s life, the spouses expressed their feeling of distress: [I think
it is very difficult and painful for the patient to live with the disease for the rest of his life] while
[psychological support for patients to prevent the worsening of the disease]. They tried to be involved
with the patients so as to reduce their anxiety and facilitate enjoyment by having a wish to [support the
husband’s eagerness to live life]

The results suggest that clinical nurses’ active involvement to listen to the feelings of families of
patients, who return home shortly after undergoing hepatic artery embolization therapy, can contribute to
deepening the family’s understanding and supporting them during the treatment of the disease.





