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Family Cognition of the Process of Transitioning from
the Terminal Phase of Life to Death in Elderly Relatives without Cancer:
Based on Interviews with Primary Caregivers Intending to Provide End-of-life Care at Home

Mayumi Kubokawa  Yuka Kondou®
1) University of Tokyo Health Sciences
2) Gunma University

Key words: Elderly relatives without cancer, Intention to provide end-of-life care at home, Process of transitioning
from the terminal phase of life to death, Family cognition, Primary caregiver

The present study aimed to clarify cognition of the process of transitioning from the terminal phase of life to
death. Interviews were conducted on six primary caregivers of elderly relatives without cancer in the terminal
phase of life intending to provide end-of-life care at home. Qualitative inductive analysis identified 80 codes, 19 sub-
categories, and 7 categories in the following 2 core categories: ‘time taken to spin and ferment” and “peaceful
death at home where there is support and convergence’.

Although caregivers found long-term care of elderly relatives without cancer challenging, they recognized it as a
time of ‘spinning memories into substrate’ and fulfilling care’ based on [affection as part of the family] and [time
spent living together]. While mentally preparing for the elderly relative’s death, families vacillated in the midst of
‘vearning for life and preparing for death’ and ultimately ‘wanted to provide a peaceful departure at home’ sup-
ported by professionals. The core category “peaceful death at home where there is support and convergence” was
identified.
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