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The Experience of a Mother Who Looks at My Child Who Was Born
at Severe Motor and Intellectual Disabilities Child
—Until Mother Recognize the Child Who Does Not Move as “I"—

Masami Tanaka'
1) Osaka University School of Human Sciences

Key words: Severe motor and intellectual disabilities, Parents, Medical staff, Personalization, Phenomenology

In recent perinatal period, advances in neonatal medicine, the life-saving rate of children has dramatically increased.
However, some children live by leaving severe disabilities even if they are rescued. This study focuses on the change
of the viewpoint of a mother who stares a child born with severe motor and intellectual disabilities and analyzes how
a child’s existence changes in mother from a phenomenological point of view, It aims to describe it according to the
mother’s experience. As soon as the birth occurred, the mother was bewildered by the fact that she gave birth to a
severe disabilities child, and turned her eyes to a healthy child who will recover. The mother’s change is recognized
and respected as one person who my child is “I” who is different from myself and wishes to live.



