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The Characteristics of ICU Nurses’ Beliefs about Their Patient’s Families

Yumiko Inoue”
1) Ube Frontier University
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Purpose: To clarify the characteristics of intensive care unit (ICU) nurses beliefs about their patient’s families.

Method: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 19 nurses, who work at the ICU in the Fukuoka pre-
fecture. The interview data were analyzed using qualitative analysis and text mining.

Result: The average of the total years of the ICU nurses clinical experience was 13.2, of which the average ICU
experience was 7.4 years. Their beliefs about their patient’s families were classified into seven categories as follows:
each family was, (1) in an emotionally unstable state, (2) seeking information about a patient, (3) needing support,
(4) having a strong unity, (5) needing time, (6) sincerely hoping for a patient’s recovery, and (7) close to a pa-
tient.

Category (1) “in an emotionally unstable state,” appeared frequently among the seven categories.

Conclusion: The ICU nurses were considering families with a focus on marriage and blood relation. In addition,
the ICU nurses tended to make time for patients and their families regardless of their family relationships. It is im-
portant to use the ICU nurses’ beliefs in understanding families because they pay strong attention to the emotional

aspects of family.



