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Japanese Journal of Family Nursing Research and
Journal of Family Nursing Collaboration 2020

SAGE Publications and the Journal of Family Nursing (JFEN) are pleased to be involved in the fifth year of an
important partnership with the Japanese Association for Research in Family Nursing and the Japanese Journal of
Research in Family Nursing (JJRFN). This partnership involves the exchange of 10 translated abstracts per year.
Five selected abstracts from JFN are translated into Japanese and published in J/JRFN in 2020; five selected ab-
stracts from J/RFN are translated into English and published in JFN in the November 2020 issue. This collabora-
tion between both journals provides an exciting opportunity to share family nursing knowledge and also promote
and advance family nursing science between languages and countries.
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Henriquez, N. Hyndman, K., & Chachula, K. (2019). It's complicated: Improving undergraduate nursing students’
understanding family and care of LGBTQ older adults. Journal of Family Nursing, 25(4), 506-532. https://doi.org/
10.1177/1074840719864099

Abstract

Research has identified the need for improved cultural competence of health care providers regarding the lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) community’s needs. This article articulates the teaching ap-
proach and methodology of an unfolding LGBTQ family case study for undergraduate nursing students. This meth-
od provided a forum for exploration of personal biases and gender-affirming techniques, and addressed the
challenges of aging for a transgender woman and family within the context of societal stigma and discrimination.
Students gained knowledge concerning shifts in family structures and understanding of the nurses’ role encourag-
ing inclusiveness and equitable access in health care settings, advocating for vulnerable populations, and address-
ing specific health concerns for transgender older adults. Student responses demonstrated increased knowledge of
family diversity, and critical thought regarding the intersectionality of discrimination and aging. The findings re-
vealed the case study methodology facilitated student understanding of the unique health and social issues for
LGBTQ older adults within a family context.
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Lyons, K. S, & Lee, C. S. (2019). The association of dyadic symptom appraisal with physical and mental health over
time in care dyads living with lung cancer. Journal of Family Nursing, 26(1), 15-25. https://doiorg/10.1177/
1074840719889967

Abstract

The study examined the association between changes in dyadic symptom appraisal with changes in physical and
mental health of 109 family care dyads living with lung cancer over 12 months. Multilevel modeling was used to
analyze both aggregate and time-varying associations of dyadic symptom appraisal with dyadic health. Patients
had significantly worse physical health compared with their care partner; care partners had significantly worse
mental health compared with patients. In general, greater incongruent symptom appraisals were significantly asso-
ciated with worse physical health for both patients and care partners. Importantly, increases in magnitude of incon-
gruence regarding the patient’s pain interference were significantly associated with declines in patient physical
health over time. Direction of the incongruence was associated with mental health. Findings highlight the need for
both a longitudinal and dyadic perspective of symptom appraisal to move toward theoretically driven interventions
that will optimize the health of both patients and their care partners.
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McAndrew, N. Schiffman, R, & Leske, J. (2020). A theoretical lens through which to view the facilitators and
disruptors of nurse-promoted engagement with families in ICU. Journal of Family Nursing, 26(3), 190-212. https://
doi.org/10.1177/1074840720936736

Abstract

The theory of nurse-promoted engagement with families in the intensive care unit (ICU) was developed to de-
scribe the dynamic and complex interplay between factors that support or impair nurses efforts to promote family
engagement. Theory construction involved theory derivation and theory synthesis. Concepts and relationships from
ecological theory, the Resiliency Model of Family Stress, Adjustment and Adaptation, moral distress theory, and
the healthy work environment framework informed the initial formation of the emerging theory. The synthesis of
findings from the literature further expanded the scope of the relationships and propositions proposed in the theo-
ry. This middle-range theory can set direction for theory-informed focused nursing research that can advance the
science of family nursing and guide ICU clinicians in overcoming challenges in family nursing practice. Recommen-
dations are provided for applying this new theoretical lens to guide family nursing curriculum development, prac-
tice improvements, and policy changes to support nurses in promoting family engagement.
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Naef, R, Kaeppeli, B. M,, Lanter, R., & Petry, H. (2020). Implementing Family Systems Care through an educational
intervention with nurses and midwives in obstetrics and gynecological care: A mixed-methods evaluation. Journal
of Family Nursing, 26(2), 138-152. https://doi.org/10.1177/1074840720915598

Abstract

This mixed-methods study examined Family Systems Care (FSC) implementation through a 1-day educational
session combined with 4 months of guided application of FSC knowledge and skills in obstetrics and gynecology
settings. Nurses and midwives (2=47) attitudes toward families and their practice skills with families were as-
sessed before the educational intervention began (Time 0), after the completion of the 1-day educational session
(Time 1), and after 4 months of the FSC guided implementation phase that included coaching and mentoring
(Time 2). Four focus groups with the nurses and midwives explored their FSC implementation experiences. Par-
ticipants reported an initial drive to implement FSC, which faltered over time. A perceived fit to the needs of fami-
lies in obstetrics and gynecology, a supportive context, and facilitated learning on the units promoted FSC uptake.
Participants understood FSC as: (a) involving family members in care, a practice they felt confident about; (b) as-
sessing families situations, needs, concerns, which were practices that were new and stressful; and (c) offering
family nursing interventions, which they felt insufficiently prepared for. Practice skills in FSC increased after the
1-day educational session but decreased to baseline after the FSC guided implementation phase. Attitudes of the
nurses and midwives toward the families did not change. Following the education and guided implementation, par-
ticipants’ ability to work with families in a relational, systemic way could not be fully established or sustained.
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Wright, L. M. (2019). Older adults and their families: An interactional intervention that brings forth love and soft-
ens suffering. Journal of Family Nursing, 25(4), 610-626. https://doi.org/10.1177/1074840719864093

Abstract

When assisting older adults and their families, the most useful family nursing conceptual skill is embracing the
belief that “illness is a family affair.” This illness belief summons a systemic or interactional focus specifically on re-
lationship communication patterns. Uncovering maladaptive and distressing familial interactions, a family nurse can
intervene and offer ideas for more loving and caring interactional patterns. Three brief and one detailed clinical
case example, illustrating how to conceptualize interactional patterns and how to intervene, are offered. This article
also presents the author’s firsthand caregiving experience with its accompanying joys and pitfalls. Despite her de-
cades of clinical practice and professional assistance to numerous elderly families, the caregiving and interactions
with her father held no guarantee of being filled with consistent care and love. Although not easily applicable to
one’s own family, focusing on the interrelationships with the elderly and their families, the embedded interactional
patterns become the crucial ingredient to facilitate more satisfying and loving relationships.
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