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Family Nursing Research that Quantitatively Captures the Whole Family
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ed family members” , the issue of “wives' family nursing”

The Research Promotion Committee of the Japanese Association for Research in Family Nursing has focused on
the issue of capturing the entire family, which is unique to family nursing research, and has been engaged in dis-
cussions concerning ways to apply research results in clinical settings. With the aim of examining research meth-
ods that capture the entire family, a seminar was held on the theme of “Great exploration of family nursing re-
search: Taking up the entire family quantitatively.”

While family nursing is concerned with the family as an organization, such issues as “unreciprocated family
members” and “wives family nursing” are known to exist. Although Hohashi has raised these issues international-
ly, a complete solution has yet to be reached. Hohashi et al.'s Survey of Family Environment (SFE) is a measure
that resolves the issue of “wives family nursing,” because no significant differences were found in the scores be-
tween family members (e.g., between husband and wife pairs), thereby resolving the issue of “wives family nurs-
ing.” It was introduced because it enables assessment of the degree of family functioning/degree of family demands
based on the perception of the family as a whole, even in cases when the respondent is a specific family member.

In addition, from papers appearing in the Journal of Family Nursing, we introduced quantitative research that
captures the entire family from the perspective of phenomena, measures, and analytical methods. Meiers et al.'s
Family Integration Experience Scale was introduced as the approach for dealing with phenomena; Knafl et al’s
Family Management Measure as the approach for scales; and Vellone et al’s actor-partner interdependence model
analysis as the approach for analytical methods. In these studies, the phenomena that are the focus of research is
clear, the family is defined, and the theoretical framework of the research is presented.



