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Pediatric Nurses' Recognition and Practice of Family Assessment
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The purpose of this study was to explore the pediatric nurses' recognition and practice of family assessment. We made
questionnaire of 35 family assessment items, and asked 627 pediatric nurses to estimate their actual recognition and prac-
tice of family assessment.

The findings were as follows :

1) Pediatric nurses made assessment well about information catched easily through daily nursing care. But they did not
make assessment enough about family's daily life.

2) Nurses without their own children recognized the importance of family assessment more than nurses with their own
children did. But there was little difference in practice of family assessment among them.

3) Nurses working in the ward where children stayed alone made assessment about family's daily life better than nurses
working in the ward where families stayed with their children did.

4) Nurses who experienced pediatric nursing over four years made family assessment better than nurses who experi-
enced pediatric nursing under four years did. But there was little difference in recognition of family assessment among
them.

5) Nurses working in NICU made assessment well about information related directly to patients' care, but they did not
make assessment enough about family's daily life.While nurses working in the ward where children needed long-term hos-
pitalization made assessment well about family's daily life, but they did not make assessment enough about influences of
children's illness on their families.





