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A Scoping Review of “Interaction” in Nursing Practice
with Hospitalized Patients and Families

Mika Imai ¥ Rie Kumagai ? Kiyoko Yanagihara ?
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The effects of multiple interactions are considered in family nursing practices within the family system. With
reference to these guidelines, a scoping review of national and international literature regarding interactions in
nursing practice with patients and families was conducted. We examined the current status and issues in family
nursing practice research involved with hospitalized patients and their family members. Using the Central Journal
of Medicine Web Ver. 5, CHINAL, and MEDLINE, the literature was narrowed down according to the protocol, and
a total of 17 articles (12 Japanese and 5 international) were analyzed. The current situation is as follows: (1) Fami-
ly systems are unstable, as their functions and roles have changed, and nursing practice that focuses on the inter-
action of family members is important, especially in nursing care for patients and family members who also face
situational issues such as decision-making and loss. (2) In nursing practice that focuses on the interaction of family
systems, nurses considerations of the range of target family members and their relationships and positions within
the family system varied. (3) Nurses consideration of the interactions between the family system and themselves
as assistants has not been sufficiently examined. It is important to explore the unique practice of family nursing, in
which assistance is provided while switching between micro and macro perspectives, with the “family” as the
target system. It is also necessary to conduct research from the perspective of nurses awareness of the interac-
tions among family members and their interactions with the family system.
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