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Parental attitudes towards 2-to 4-year-old high risk children

Hattori Ritsuko
Gifu College of Nursing

Key words : high risk infants, parental attitude, early intervention

In order to obtain basic data for investigating the support for high risk children and their family, the characteristics of
parental attitudes were examined. The participants were 76 couples who were the parents of 2 to 4-year-old children
without any major neurological handicaps and an IQ of more than 70. The parental attitude was investigated by mail with
the TK-style parent-child relationship questionnaire. There were 33 replies, for a response rate of 43.4%. There were re-
sponses 22 couples and 11 by the mother. Mothers reported few problems, although “protective” “obedient” and “contra-
dictory” attitudes received a low score. The fathers' attitudes indicated problems with “protective” “obedient” and “con-
tradictory”.

The results of an analysis of situation and hospitalization during the neonatal period indicated that the fathers had a few
problems in “obedient” and “contradictory” attitudes, which were protective but not related to gestational age, birthweight
or the length of hospitalization. However, the mothers in the group with a gestational age of under 32 weeks, under birth-
weight below 1500 g and more than 50 days of hospitalization showed problem with the “protective” “obedient” and “con-
tradictory” attitudes, but other groups had no problems with parental attitudes. Our results indicated the need for contin-
ual intervention from the early stage in the case of the parents especially the fathers, of high risk children.




