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Level of Functioning and Related Factors in Households with Chronically ill Children
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This study was undertaken to examine family level of functioning in households with chronically ill children, and to
identify associated factors. The subjects of this study were 130 families with chronically ill children (ages : 0—18 years) who
had periodically visited the K hospital. Data collected during questionnaire-structured interview were analyzed statisti-
cally. The questionnaire, prepared on the basis of Hymovich’ s Contingency model of Long-Term Care, contained ques-
tions about 14 categories of family function level and questions concerning family background information and health-
related factors. There was no significant correlation between family level of functioning and family background. However,
the problems the children faced while going about their daily lives and receiving care were found to correlate significantly
with their family level of functioning. Family function level categories which scored high among the families surveyed
were :  “child’ s confidence in care providers”, “match between child’ s level of development and the child’ s condition”,
“child’ s attitude about taking good care of him/herself”, etc. Family function level categories which scored low were :
“availability of internal and external resources”, “good adherence to a household budget” and “effective training and edu-
cation of the children”.




