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Role Taking and Interaction of the Children with disabilities and their Siblings on Everyday Play Activities
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The role theory, described in Mead’s theory of symbolic interaction, was used as the framework for this study. The pur-
pose of this study was to shed light upon the interactions between pairs of siblings consisting of a normal child and a child
with disabilities and their roles in such interactions.

Twenty-six pairs of siblings were chosen as subjects. Each of the 13 pairs of siblings in the study group consisted of a
normal child and a child with disabilities, (age range : 3 years 10 months to 8 years 8 months). The control group included
13 pairs of healthy siblings who were sex- and age-matched to the study group. Interactions between siblings as they en-
gaged in everyday play activities were videotaped. The tapes were later used for analysis to compare the study group
with the control group.

A total of 12 behavioral patterns were observed for the initiation and response behaviors of each pair. In group work, in-
teraction with adults, and independent actions, 15 behavioral patterns were observed.

The results showed that the study group had significantly more interactions with adults compared to the control group.
The control group engaged in significantly more group work compared to the study group. Many healthy siblings in the
study group responded negatively to their disabled siblings’ affectionate behavior, while siblings in the control group did
not respond as negatively to the affectionate behavior of the other sibling.

In the study group, significantly fewer siblings responded positively to the dominating behavior of their disabled siblings
than did siblings in the control group to their sibling’s dominating behavior.

Healthy siblings in the study group often lacked the ability to understand their disabled siblings’ signs, or they simply
paid no attention because they were absorbed in their own activities. It is assumed that when one of two siblings is dis-
abled, a certain degree of adult involvement is required for the two to play together and have fun.




