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Death Anxiety : a comparison between elderly inpatients’ family and dead elderly patients’ family.
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Key words : death anxiety, elderly patients, family members, experience with death

The purpose of this study was to compare death anxiety between an “inpatients’ family”, who was taking care of an
older family member in a hospital (n=71),a “dead patients’ family”, who lost an older family member during the past
year (n=b54). Death anxiety was measured using part of Conte’ s Death Anxiety Questionnaire (DAQ). As a result, the
death anxiety subscales : “anxiety of dying (process of dying) ” and “anxiety of death”, emerged clearly from an explora-
tory factor analysis. There was no significant difference among the two groups in the score of “anxiety of dying" and

“anxiety of death” . The mean “anxiety of dying” score was 9.02 for the “inpatients’ family” group, 9.30 for the “dead pa-
tients” family” group, which were high. Those results suggested that death anxiety, especially “anxiety of dying”, was in-
fluenced by experiencing a family members’ admission as well as death.




