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Factors Related to Level of Family Functioning in Household with Chronically ill Children
—The Examination Based on the Long-Term Family Care Model, an Application of Hymovich's Model—
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The purpose of this study was to examine factors related to level of family functioning based on the Long-Term Family
Care Model, an Application of Hymovich’s Model in households with chronically ill children and to identify predictors af-
fecting the level of family functioning.

The subjects were 117 families with chronically ill children aged 0 to 17 who had visited the outpatient clinic at the K
University hospital. Data were collected by using a questionnaire based on the Long-Term Family Care Model, an Applica-
tion of Hymovich’s Contingency Model of Long-Term Care. Pearson’s correlation and stepwise multiple regression analysis
were conducted on § variables with the following results. 1) There was a positive correlation between the level of family
functioning and family strength, family resources and family coping and a negative correlation between the level of family
functioning and caregiver’s burnout, family stress and health problems. 2) Significant correlations among factors related to
level of family functioning were Identified. 3) Multiple regression analysis indicated that the best fit factors for predicting
the level of family functioning were family strength, family resources, primary caregiver’s burnout and family stress (R?:
063).4) The validity of Hymovich’ s Model and its application to Japanese family with chronically ill children were gener-
ally supported by these results.

Our findings suggest that nurse can asses the factors related to the level of family functioning and support families with
chronically ill children by using the Long-Term Family Care Model, an Application of Hymovich’s Model.




