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A Description of Nursing Care for Families of Cancer Patient

Kazuko Nagato, Norimi Ookawa, Michiko Kawakami
Kochi Women’s University Faculty of Nursing

Key words : family with cancer patient, family nursing, viewpoints to understand the family, strategies of the care for
family

The purpose of this study was to describe nursing care for the families with cancer patient who was admitted to the
hospital. Data was collected by semi-structured interview with 12 nurses who were working in the medical/surgical ward.
Nurses were asked the way to understand the family and their experiences, and strategies to care for the family.

Five aspects of the care were appeared from data analysis ; [arouse the strengths of the family][regard the consent
and satisfaction of the family as important][respect the family][construct relationship with the family][competence of
the nursel. Nurses have made an effort to construct relationship with the family, respect the family, arouse the strengths
of the family, and regard the consent and satisfaction of the family as important. Nurses struggled to improve their strate-
gies of the care for the family with cancer patient. However, there were no data that indicate nurses have the point of
view to understand the value system of the family and they tried to facilitate decision-making of the family. It is necessary
to develop nurse’s ability to assess the family’s value system and coping strategies the family uses, and support systems for
the nurses who is confused and exhausted, and model for family nursing with cancer patients. And it is important for
nurses to obtain an autonomy.




