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Factors Affecting Mothers’ Decision for Their Children’s Discharge
—~Cases Requiring Continued Medical Care—

AKki Imoto
Health Care Section, Health Center in Nara City

Key words : medical care, children, mothers, discharge, multivariate model

The purpose of this study was to examine decision-making factors affecting mothers with children dependent on medi-
cal care before the children’s discharge. Interviews were conducted with 12 mothers whose children were expected to be
or had already been discharged with conditions required continued medical care. The data was analyzed based on a con-
ceptual model of < discharge decisions for children dependent on medical care > referencing a multivariate model on adap-
tation of mothers of physically handicapped children. The factors consisted of “accepting handicapped children” “mother-
child relationship” “children’s desires and stress” “children’s care” “information given to mothers”“the factors of social
support” and classified these factors into risk factors and resistance factors (Risk factors influence mothers unwillingness
to discharge their child and resistance factors reduce the influence of risk factors). Risk factors and resistance factors af-
fect each other. Meaning, when as the influence of one factors is stronger, the influence of other factors is weaker.




