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Effects on family functions of parents accompanying hospitalized children
—Considerations based on duration of accompaniment using Japanese Version |
of the Feetham Family Functioning Survey—

Naochiro Hohashi", Sayaka Ishimi”, Shiho Iwata®, Tomomi Takeshige”
YChild and Family Health Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Kobe University
School of Medicine, ?Ward 7 South, Kyoto University Hospital, ?Ward 9 South,
Kansai Rosai Hospital, "Ward 8 West, Osaka Prefectural General Hospital

Key words : accompany, family functions, Japanese Version 1 of Feetham Family Functioning Survey, family child health
nursing

With the objective of confirming the effects on family functions involving both parents (the mother and father) of chil-
dren who have been hospitalized for illness, a written questionnaire survey was conducted using Japanese Version I of the
Feetham Family Functioning Survey (FFFS). Valid responses were received from 106 mothers and 96 fathers of children
who had been hospitalized for illness at a total of 14 wards in 11 hospitals. From analysis of the “d” scores used to evaluate
family functions, in cases where the mother accompanied the child for seven days or longer, family functions related to
“relationship between family and society” showed a significant decline, and functions related to “relationship between
family and individual” showed a trend toward decline. In particular, higher priority was given to nursing care as opposed
to the mother’ s work (including housework) — (economic functions) and time to herself (rest and recreation functions) ,
suggesting the need for concrete assistance measures. No significant differences in family functions were observed in rela-
tion to duration of the father’ s accompaniment ; however, it will be necessary to give consideration to the reason for the
small number of fathers accompanying their child. Nevertheless, when the duration of accompaniment became prolonged,
improvements in family functions were observed relating to “relationship between family and individual” and “relation-
ship between family and subsystem,” ie, the family’ s capability to initiate self-care can be anticipated. Further, in view of
the differences, as stated separately by mothers and fathers, in the order of the low-rated family function items, this would
indicate the need for assessment in family functions from the perspective of both individual family members and the fam-
ily as a whole, so as to reinforce family self-care activities.




